
 
  

  

STOP PRESS…… as featured in Conde Nast Traveller's Hot list 2008 
 

“Benguerra Island Mozambique is becoming the hippest beach destination in Africa, 

with a handful of design conscious hangouts of which Azura is by far the most chic. 

The 15 suites are more villas than rooms, each with a plunge pool, veranda, garden, 

beach sala and vast bathroom and living area furnished in relaxed Conran style. 

Beneath the shaggy thatch, interiors are cool and contemporary, with mirrors framed 

in driftwood, marine themed modern art and crisp sea-coloured linens. The menus 

are light and health-conscious, with platters of seafood, fruit smoothies, salads and 

heavenly sorbets served on sensuously curved decks under starlit skies”. 

 

April Update 

 

2009 Rates: Attached are the new rates and inclusions for 2009. Please note rates are 
inclusive of all meals and local beers and spirits, house wines, tea & coffee and soft 
drinks. 
 
General Management: Azura is delighted to announce the appointment of highly 
qualified management couple Jean-Francois and Nicola Crinquand who will start at the 
end of May. Jean-Francois is Relaix and Chateaux Hotel Management trained, the 
couple have significant overseas experience in managing luxury boutique hotels in 
remote island locations in the Caribbean, as well as in Africa and Europe. Most recently 
they launched and managed the exclusive 5 star luxury Jade Mountain in St Lucia, and 



also managed its sister property at Anse Chastanet (Conde Nast Traveller reader awards 2007, TOP 

25 HOTELS, The Americas & the Caribbean).  
 
Watersports Managers: We are also pleased to welcome new watersports management 
couple Jan Christiaens & Leen Charle who join us at the end of May after eight years at 
Mnemba Island and positions at Soneva Fushi and Villi Varu in the Maldives. The couple 
are Belgian and speak over five languages between them. Leen is also a qualified yoga 
instructor so we will be introducing yoga sessions in the near future.  
 
Helicopter Transfers: As you are aware Azura’s helicopter is the only transfer facility 
available for the lodge and the cost is now only $100 per person each way.   

 
Cuisine: Head chef Edmund Viljoen has settled in well since he joined us in February.  His 
fantastic experience at Birkenhead House in South Africa and the world renowned Fat 
Duck restaurant in Bray has ensured that he is creating dishes that maximise the use of 
the delicious local ingredients. A weekly seven course tasting dinner, bbq seafood platter 
and Champagne brunch has been introduced to add further variety to Azura’s gourmet 
dining experience. Sample menus include Wok fried Szechwan Blue Swimmer Crab 
served on Buckwheat Noodles and a clear Seafood Broth, Grilled Painted Lobster Tail 
with Crushed New Potatoes, Confit Peppers and Passion fruit Sauce and Liquid Coconut 
Chocolate Fondant and Vanilla Yoghurt. 
 
Carbon Neutral Status: Azura has just been approved by the Carbon Neutral Company in 
the UK as Mozambique’s first carbon-neutral resort. To achieve this status, Azura 
underwent a rigorous assessment of its total carbon emissions and is currently selecting 
projects from which to purchase carbon credits to offset all of its emissions. 
www.carbonneutral.com. 
 
Spa: The Azura Spa will open in June 2008. It has been built from natural materials, with a 
fusion of indoor and outdoor space, water features and two double treatment rooms. 
Situated right on the beach it has fantastic views out to sea. Following Azura’s philosophy 
of ‘empowerment and upliftment’ a number of our spa therapists are local and have 
been trained to provide Azura’s unique range of African rubs, wraps and massages. The 
signature treatments use only natural ingredients which include marula oil, mafura butter 
and diamond dust and offer a relaxing pampering experience. A new spa menu will be 
available shortly. 
 
Activities: We have attached our newly updated activities sheet which includes a 
number of different Landrover island tours, beach picnics, guided island hopping, star 
gazing evenings, private dining and our scuba diving and fishing programmes. All 
activities at Azura are guided by specialists, including our marine biologist and 
environmentalist Oliver Yuen. 
 
 

 


